
King County Sheriffôs Office

Air Support Unit

Seattle, Washington



Goodrich rescue hoist was installed on Bell 

UH-1H helicopter in the Spring of 2007



Training

ÅWe received 9 days of training from 
Priority 1 Air Rescue. 

Å6 personnel were trained in hoist 
operations. 3 as pilots and 3 as hoist 
operators.

ÅPerhaps the most important lesson we 
learned was to be flexible.  Use all the 
tools and knowledge we have to 
accomplish the mission.





Mountain Rescue Missions



Aircraft crash, Quilcene WA

ÅHelicopter crew spotted wreckage of aircraft that 
was reported overdue.  

ÅHelicopter returned to airport in Seattle, picked 
up 2 Rescue Specialists and later picked up 2 
investigators. 

ÅCrash site would have been very difficult to 
access on foot. Used hoist to lower 4 personnel 
to the crash site.  

ÅRecovered 2 bodies and conducted preliminary 
investigation. 

ÅUse of hoist saved many hours if not days of 
work. 





ÅWe feel that body recoveries with the hoist 

is in many ways safer than for ground 

personnel to access the site and recover 

bodies. It is most certainly faster.

ÅIt also provides the crews with real training 

experience.  



Snow Lake

12 year old Boy Scout with 

broken femur.


